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The NSW government’s submission

NSW Government Submission

Sydney Morning Herald – Independent Inquiry

Sydney’s Long Term Public Transport Plan

An effective transport system is without doubt one of the cornerstones of any
global city. We all rely on our roads, buses, trains, ferries and taxis to take us
where we need to go safely and reliably.

As a Government we continuously look at ways to improve the delivery of vital
transport infrastructure and services and any inquiry or report that can
contribute to and assist that goal is something that I welcome.

It is important when examining an issue as important to the community as
transport that we all communicate in facts to ensure any conclusions that are
made, are done so reliably and with strong evidence.

Since 1995, the Government has invested $120 billion in infrastructure, with
$63 billion more to come over the next four years – a total of $183 billion.

At a glance, we’ve built five major motorways, completed three railway lines,
delivered over 270 train carriages and built the north west and south west T-
ways.

The Premier has made it clear that more will be done to ensure NSW and
Sydney has a transport system that is of a world standard.

This is why we announced a major government restructure, bringing together
planning for public transport, roads and housing development and having
them work towards one goal, the Transport Blueprint that will shape the way
we travel now and in the future.

The Blueprint is expected to be completed by the end of the year, with the
assistance of a reference panel of transport experts.

The Blueprint will incorporate current projects, such as the delivery of the
South West Rail Link, the Sydney Metro, 7000 additional commuter car
spaces, 450 new buses, 626 Waratah train carriages and will aim to build on
current performance such as CityRail’s On Time Running of 95.4% against a
benchmark of 92%.

The Sydney Morning Herald is right to say that Sydney needs a long term
plan that guides the way in which services and infrastructure are planned and
delivered.

That work is well underway, and builds on the infrastructure, and planning that
this Government has already delivered.

People are choosing to use our public transport system in record levels and
the NSW Government will continue to improve it and invest in it to make it
even more appealing.

We are listening to the community everyday and we look forward to hearing
there ideas and suggestions through this worthwhile initiative of the Sydney
Morning Herald.

Regards,

David Campbell

Minister for Transport
Minister for the Illawarra
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